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Christian Stefani – Manager Regional Partnerships

South Gippsland and Latrobe City Renewable Energy 
Impact and Readiness Study
 



Today’s focus

• South Gippsland overview

• Economy and Key Industries

• Preparing for Growth

• Renewable Energy Impact and 
Readiness
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South Gippsland,
Economy & Key Industries

7 | South Gippsland Shire Council



South Gippsland

• Resident population of 31,000 growing to 36,000 by 2036*

• Over 1.2 million visitors, annually

• 28+ communities

• Unique in comparison to other LGAs - approximately 50 per cent of residents live in rural areas outside 

the township centres
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Economy and Key Industries

• $4.7 Billion Economy

• 3,800 Businesses & 12,000 workforce

• Agricultural production is our largest industry 
and employer - 1,500 businesses and 3,000 
jobs alone

• Other key industries - manufacturing, 
construction, health and tourism

• High level of resident workers & low 
unemployment
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• Impact and Readiness Study

• Supply chains, jobs & skills, 

Housing and Infrastructure

• Industrial Land Supply Review

• Regional Precincts and Partnerships 

Program – application for ‘Land and 

Infrastructure Plan’

Preparing for Growth
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Opportunities 
& Challenges

• New and Emerging Industries 

• Offshore Wind 

• Ports expansion

• Increased interest in 
horticulture and food 
processing

• Partnerships and Advocacy
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Renewable Energy Impact and Readiness 
Study
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Strategically plan for renewable energy 
investment to ensure regional ‘readiness’:

• Supply-chain (business & land)

• Jobs & skills

• Housing & accommodation

• Infrastructure (ports, roads)



Renewable 
Projects in 
Gippsland
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Marinus Link
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Onshore Wind

Draft Victorian Transmission 
Plan Guidelines

Renewable Energy Zone Study 
Area Map
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Onshore Wind

Draft Victorian Transmission 
Plan Guidelines

Renewable Energy Zone Study 
Area Map

Council submission
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Offshore Wind

Feasibility Licenses Announced 
-12 projects 25GW

30+ years of Operations and 
Maintenance at Barry Beach 
ports 

1,500 jobs
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Supply chains
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• Global

• Local and Regional

• Indirect/Supporting

• Support existing businesses to integrate and participate - Star of the South 

example – 200 businesses identified as potential suppliers 

• Local – uncertainty around how to participate or when it will happen

• Industrial Land Supply and being ‘land ready’ is critical

Supply Chain
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• Latrobe City – industry specialisation in 

engineering, manufacturing, civil 

construction

• South Gippsland - existing industry 

specialisations need to productively 

operate alongside renewable energy 

sector 

(e.g. agriculture, tourism, construction

Supply Chain
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• Industrial land – concentrated in 

Morwell

• South Gippsland Industrial Land – 

adjacent ports land (550Ha) and 

undersupply in Korumburra and 

Leongatha



Jobs and Skills
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• Mix of technical, professional, and lower 

skilled job roles identified in the pipeline 

of projects

• 8,000 during construction and 1,500 

during operations

• Partner with education and training 

providers – employment pathways

Jobs and Skills
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• Labour availability is a challenge with 

competition for workforce 

• Proximity to Ports will be a driver



Housing & Accommodation
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• Key worker housing – rental tenure, short term accommodation, availability, etc.

• Rental housing – proximate to Ports preferred (Foster, Yarram, Leongatha).

• Appropriately zoned land and the need for it to be ‘market ready’

• Example - Regional Precincts and Partnerships Program application for Land and 

Infrastructure Planning Support

Housing & Accommodation
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Travel Time 
Accommodation
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Infrastructure 
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• 47 actions to be progressively implemented.

• Ongoing partnership, collaboration and coordination with 

regional Councils.

• Ongoing engagement and communication with industry 

and the community.

• Monitoring and managing land supply.

What’s next?
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Thank you!

9 Smith Street (Private Bag 4) Leongatha VIC 3953 | Ph: 5662 9200 | Fax: 5662 3754

Email: council@southgippsland.vic.gov.au Website: www.southgippsland.vic.gov.au

Facebook: www.facebook.com/southgippslandshirecouncil
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Date (subject to change) Location Topic (tentative, subject to change)

11 Dec. 2024 Rosedale, The Rosey Pub End of year

Feb. 2025 (TBC) (TBC)
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