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Gippsland Coastal Assembly Submission to the
Commonwealth Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Introduction

The Gippsland Coastal Assembly supports the development of offshore wind as an
important contributor to Australia's clean energy future if local voices continue to be
heard through the lifetime of the project. Our support is based on a simple principle:
the protection of Gippsland's unique coastal and marine environments must occur
alongside the transition to renewable energy.

The Assembly believes that successful offshore wind development will be measured
not only by the electricity it generates, but by the confidence coastal communities
have that their environment is being protected, monitored and managed
transparently.

We therefore recommend that the following principles form part of every offshore
wind approval.

1. Community Benefits for Coastal Communities

Coastal communities hosting offshore wind developments should receive long-term,
meaningful benefits that reflect their role as custodians of Gippsland's coastline.

The Assembly supports a Community Benefit Framework that:
e begins when construction commences;
+ benefits all affected coastal communities;
« is designed and administered with strong local representation; and

« invests in projects that strengthen coastal resilience, environmental restoration
and community wellbeing.

2. Independent Environmental Monitoring
Environmental protection must remain visible throughout the life of every project.

The Assembly supports:



« independent environmental monitoring;

e comprehensive baseline surveys before construction;

« monitoring throughout construction, operation and decommissioning;

« publicly available environmental data through an online reporting platform; and
o regular independent scientific review.

The Assembly also encourages the use of modern technologies such as drone
surveillance, aerial imagery and remote sensing to provide communities with regular
visual updates of coastal conditions and construction activities.

3. Consider the Offshore Wind Zone as One Connected System

Government should consider cumulative environmental assessments across all
proposed offshore wind developments.

Managing cumulative impacts rather than assessing projects individually will provide
stronger protection for Gippsland's marine environment and ensure that construction
timelines can be scheduled carefully to reduce local impacts.

4. Local Voices Must Continue Beyond Approval

Community engagement should continue throughout construction, operation and
eventual decommissioning. Maintaining community confidence requires an enduring
local presence that provides trusted information, facilitates meaningful participation
and ensures community concerns continue to be heard long after project approvals
have been granted.

The Gippsland Coastal Assembly supports the establishment of a Coastal
Community Offshore Wind Energy Information Centre to serve as a permanent
hub for the affected coastal communities. The Centre would provide a central
location for public engagement, education and communication relating to offshore
wind and other renewable energy developments affecting Gippsland's coastline.

Community confidence is built through genuine participation, transparency and
accountability—not one-off consultation.

Conclusion

The Gippsland Coastal Assembly believes offshore wind and healthy coastal
environments can coexist and supports this approval.

Achieving this requires more than meeting environmental approval conditions. It
requires genuine partnerships with coastal communities, transparent environmental
monitoring and ongoing local stewardship of the coastline.

The Assembly looks forward to working with governments, Traditional Owners,
industry, scientists and local communities to ensure Gippsland's coastline remains
healthy, resilient and valued for generations to come.





